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Welcome to ORIC University of Chitral

Message of Additional Director ORIC

The Office of Research Innovation and Commercialization (ORIC) at the University of Chitral

(UOCH) is a source of educational revolution, inspiration and industrial linkages between the
industries and the university.

Researchers and faculty members shalihys stay ugo-date with the latest innovations in

their respective fields. This is wi®RIC introduces the Outlook for the UOCH community to
keep everyone informed about the innovative world.

The University of Chitral was founded in 2017 with thean of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Act. The university of Chitral offers BS and M.Phil degree programs in eleven departments,
including Botany, Zoology, Education, Sociology, English, Political Science, Management
Sciences, Urdu, Computer Science, Economiugd,Taourism and Hotel Management.

The Office of Research, Innovation and Commercialization (ORIC) is committed to expanding
and managing the university's research programs and linking them directly to its educational,
social, and economic priorities. ORKRhsures a conducive research environment, promotes
research culture, recruits reseamfented faculty and raises the university's status among the
world's leading research institutions.

As part of its mission, ORIC is working upholdthe fundamental ninciples of academic
freedom, professional integrity, and ethical conduct. It is also wortdngnsurethat all
research initiatives and policies comply with the operational standards, legal requirements, and
policies of the University of Chitral (UOCHNd the Higher Education Commission (HEC).

To keep its faculty informed, UOCH disseminates the latest information through email about
internships, scholarship programs, funding, and sponsors. Most of this information is obtained
from the HEC Portal.

ORIC also strives to organize natioflalel student conferences. This platform will provide
students with an opportunity to enhance their educational skills and gain presentation
experience. It will also facilitate acadenmaustry collaborations and evaluatenerging

technologies and developments in related fields.

Dr. Muhammad Romman
Additional Director ORIC
University of Chitral
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ABOUT THE D IRECTORATE

The University of Chitral is strongly committed to fostering a culture of exploration, creativity,

and inquiry among its students and faculty as part of its mission and vision. It recognizes that
innovative research is essential for susdble and inclusive academic progress and, therefore,
places great emphasis on this purstite University of Chitral (UOCHaims to "Generate

and Disseminate Knowledge" and has made significant progress in promoting research,
innovation, and theipractical application. To this end, it established the Office of Research,
Innovation, and Commercialization (ORIC) in August 2018, following guidelines set by the
Higher Education Commission. ORIC's primary objective is to foster a dynamic research
culture within the university, providing comprehensive support services across the entire
research spectrum and facilitating meaningful connections between academia and industry.
ORIC acts as a vital hub for driving research endeavors and propelling innownétateses,

playing a pivotal role in bridging academia and the corporate sector by extending its outreach
to both. Through its multifaceted offerings, ORIC creates an enabling environment for faculty
and students to engage in impactful research activitile fostering collaborations beyond

the academic sphere. In conclusion, the University of Chitral's dedication to research,
innovation, and commercialization underscores its commitment to holistic development and
knowledge dissemination. This stratefgicus positions the institution as a catalyst for positive

change not only within the academic arena but also in broader society.
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MISSION

The Office of Research, Innovation and Commercialization (ORIC) at University of Chitral is

committed to accefating solutiororiented research and innovation to increase its public

benefits by promoting academiredustry linkages and communication.

VISION

AfTo be recognized amongst the bestiilmntydrtur

OBJECTIVES

The Office of Research, Innovation and Commercialization aims:

1. To develop, stimulate and manage the high quality of research to be among the leading
researckoriented higher education institutes.

2. To provide operational and strategic supportthte University of Chitral research
programs and activities.

3. To promote translation of research into practicality for sustainable economic growth.

4. To develop universityndustry linkage.

5. To strengthen partnership with other higher education institutesoiior fesearch

ventures.

To encourage commercialization activities, technology transfer and entrepreneurship.

To enhance the Universitybés performance i

To encourage the scholarly activities for positive results.

© © N o

To comnunicate and cordinate with various local and international bodies.
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ORIC Team

Dr. Muhammad Romman

Additional Director ORIC
Qualification: PhD
oric@uoch.edu.pk

Dr. Rizwan Ullah Mr. Zia ur Rahman
Manager Manager

Research Management Innovation &Commercialization

Quialification: PhD Qualification: M.Phil

Mr. Fazal Amin Mr. Sana Ud Din Mr.Hafiz ur Rahman
Accountanif ORIC LDC of ORIC Peonof ORIC
Qualification: M. Com Qualification: MCS Qualification: SSC

accountant.oric@uoch.edu.pk  aa.oric@uoch.edu.pk
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Dr. Muhammad Romman has takemarge as ®eputy Director at ORIC.

Dr. Muhammad Romman assumed thargeof Deputy Director of the Office of Research,
Innovation, and Commercialization (ORIC) at the Wmsity of Chitral on Octiber 11h, 2021.

Dr. Ishfag Hameed, Head of the Department of Botany, and Dr. Tahir Mehmood, from the
Department of Economics at thiniversity of Chitral, were also ipresentat the ceremony
where he took charge.
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The Directorate of ORIC at the University of Chitral organized a National seminar on

the topic of "Integrity, Sustainability, and Future Prospective of Olive in Pakistan" in
collaboration with the Pakistan Oilseed Departmenbn 26/12/2021

The event was graced by Prof. Dr. Zahir Shah, the Vice Chancellor of the University of Chitral,
who served as the Chief Guest. Dr. Muhammad Romman, Deputy Director ORIC, was also
present onthe occasion. The program started with the recitation of verses from the Holy Quran,
followed by a welcome address by Dr. Khair Muhammad, Managing Director of the Pakistan
Oilseed Department. He highlighted the fgsiwing trend of olive plantation in Rigtan,

given the favorable environmental conditions. He also mentioned that Chitral, being one of the
few districts in KP, has the potential to become a hub for olive plantation. Moreover, he
announced an internship program for Botany students from theefdity of Chitral in the

Pakistan Oilseed Department.

Eminent scientists from different provinces of Pakistan presented their research papers on olive
cultivation in Pakistan. Dr. Muhammad Ramzan Anser, an agronomist at the Centre of
Excellence for OlivdResearch and Training at Barani Agriculture Research Institute Chakwal,
presented his research paper on an integrated model for promoting and developing the value
chain of olive cultivation in Pakistan. He explained that his department is working tavards
promotion and development of the olive industry in Pakistan. Mr. Inam Ul Hag, the preject in
charge for the Balochistan component, gave a detailed presentation on the current scenario of
olive cultivation in the Balochistan province. Dr. Syed Asghae, iroject ircharge at ARI

Tarnab Peshawar, shared the history and current status of olive cultivation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and mentioned that 30 acres of land has been cultivated with olive trees in
Chitral. Dr. Muhammad Azhar Igbal, a horticulturisttbé Centre of Excellence for Olive
Research and Training at Barani Agriculture Research Institute Chakwal, presented his paper
on successful olive cultivation in relation to varietal selection and production technology under
Pothwar Agreclimatic conditims of Pakistan. Mr. Nadeem Sadiq, the DireGeneral of
Balochistan Agriculture Research Institute, presented his research paper on the sustainability
and future prospects of olive cultivation in Balochistan. Dr. Azmat Ali Awan, the Deputy
National Projet Director of Pakistan Oilseed Department, gave a detailed presentation on the
olive sector in Pakistan. The conference was attended by students, faculty members,
representatives from the forest department, Agriculture Research Station Chitral, Agricultur

Extension Department Chitral, and Soil Conservation Department Chitral.
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On March 15, 2024, the University of Chitral observed Tree Plantation Day under the

t heme oNumttenre st he Nature so that we can hav
The Department of Botany organized the program under the supervision of the Directorate of
ORIC. The program began with recitation of verses from the Holy Quran. Mr. Hafeez Ullah, a
lecturer in theDepartment of Botany, hosted the stage. Mr. Nadeem Hassan, Additional
Director Administration, welcomed the guests. The Chief Guest of the program was Mr. Anwar
Ul HaQ, Deputy Commissioner of Lower Chitral. The Vice Chancellor of the University of
Chitral, Prof. Dr. Zahir Shah, was the Guest of Honor. Other guests included Mr. Muhammad
Hayat Shah, Additional Deputy Commissioner of Lower Chitral, District Forest Officer Sardar
Ali Farhad, District Officer of Soil and Water Conservation Mr. Aminul Haq, Dineof the
Agriculture Research Station Dr. Muhammad Naseer, District Director of Agriculture
Extension Mr. Muhammad Naeem, Resident Engineer of WAPDA Golen Gol Power House
Mr. Haider Shah, Tehsil Municipal Officer of Lower Chitral Mr. Misbah Uddin, Regiden
Engineer of Lower Chitral Mr. Usman Jadoon, faculty members and administrative staff. The
Vice Chancellor of the University of Chitral explained the brief history and the problems faced
by the newly established University of Chitral. He also emphasledntportance of tree

plantation and their role in the conservation of nature.

The Chief Guest of the program, Mr. Anwar Ul Haq, highlighted that Pakistan is currently
facing a severe crisis of global warming. He suggested that the most effective stution
alleviate the impacts of global warming is through forestation and planting more trees. Dr.
Tajuddin Sharar, Provost of the University of Chitral, extended his gratitude to the guests for
their participation and valuable time. Towards the end of thgrano, tree saplings were
distributed among the students and staff of the University of Chitral.
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The Undergraduate Education Policy inperson training workshop concluded on 18th

June 2022 at the University of Chitral.

The Directorate of ORIC, Uwersity of Chitral, in collaboration with the Higher Education
Commission, organized this workshop for the faculty and staff of affiliated colleges. The focus
of the workshop was on the implementation of the undergraduate policy regarding Associate
DegreePrograms and BS-¥ear program to enhance the quality of teaching, learning, and
research for improved access. The workshop was attended by the faculty members of the
University of Chitral and affiliated colleges. Dr. Taj Uddin Sharar, Provost, Univessity
Chitral, graced the occasion and appreciated the efforts of Dr. Arshad Bashir, Consultant
Academics, HEC, Islamabad, and his honorable guests in organizing the workshop. At the end
of the workshop, a questiaanswer session was held. In his welcome rem@r. Muhammad
Romman, Deputy Director ORIC, University of Chitral, welcomed and thanked the guests and

participants for their valuable time and making the event successful.
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Paigham e- Pakistan Youth Conferenceon 22/06/2022

TheUniversity of Chitral collaborated with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Centre of Excellence on
Countering Violent Extremism and Paigham e Pakistan Center for Peace, Reconciliation and
Reconstruction Studies, Islamic Research Institute, and International Islanverdity
Islamabad to organizeacdeay Nati onal Youth Conference ti"
conference featured prominent guest speakers such as Dr. Abdu Rehman Khalil, Assistant
Professor at the University of Peshawar, Dr. Abdul Moheman fromnihestdity of Haripur,
Muhammad Israr Madani, President of the International Research Council for Religious
Affairs, and Dr. Kashif Irshad, Director of KP Countering Violent Extremism. During the
conference, the speakers emphasized that Paigham e Pakstarssage of peace and unity,
which is a joint statement of the scholars of all schools of thought. They also pointed out that

it is the most important document in the history of Pakistan after the resolution. The Chief
Guest of the program was the Vi€éancellor of the University of Chitral, Prof. Dr. Zahir

Shah. In his concluding remarks, the \{icbancellor highlighted that Islam teaches the path

of moderation, and the youth are the assets of the nation. He urged the youth to play an essential
role in the prosperity of the nation and to become ambassadors of peace by conveying the
message of Paigham e Pakistan. The convention wasgeaized by the Directorate of
Student Societies, facilitated by the Department of Urdu and the Directorate of ORIC,
University of Chitral.
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A project titled "Promoting Education for Sustainable Mountain Development through
Curriculum Enrichment and Capacity Building" has been approved on June 30, 2022.

This project is being monitored by the United St&idscational Foundation (USEFP) under

the USPakistan University Partnerships Grants Program, which is funded by the US
government. Prof. Dr. Zahir Shah, the \iClancellor of the University of Chitral, has
acknowledged the efforts of the Directorate oflORNd called it a significant achievement.
This project will help to enrich and enhance the standard of research in the University of
Chitral. Dr. Muhammad Romman, the Deputy Director ORIC at the University of Chitral and
the focal person for this projedias requested the submission of research proposals from the

university's academicians.
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Foreign delegation Visit to Directorate of ORIC, University of Chiral on 25082022

A foreign delegation comprising Mr. Harry Thomson (First Secretary Politi&ditsgh High
Commission Islamabad), Ms. Samantha Bastian (Second Secretary Political at British High
Commission Islamabad), and Ms. Kezia Exley (Second Secretary Political at British High
Commission Islamabad) visited the GYM Club/Directorate of ORIC, &hsity of Chitral on

August 25th, 2022. During their visit, the delegation met with Prof. Dr. Zahir Shah, the
Honorable Vice Chancellor of the University of Chitral, to commend his efforts in improving
academic and research standards at the universityHairy Thomson also briefed the Vice
Chancellor on the UK's support for the GYM Club activities at the university, while Ms. Kezia
Exley and Ms. Samantha Bastian discussed various research issues related to this topic. Dr.
Muhammad Romman, Deputy DirectORIC/Focal Person GYM Club, briefed the delegation

on the ongoing GYM Club activities, with the oversight committee members and GYM Club
members also present at the meeting. The delegation expressed their willingness to cooperate
with the university in the regard. Several issues were discussed during the meeting, including
forest conservation, sustainable agriculture;tecmism, eceinnovation, and climate change,

and the delegation lauded the efforts of the GYM Club members.
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Green DayCelebration 2022at the University of Chitral on 29/082022

Green Day was observed at the University of Chitral on August 29, 2022. The Department of
Botany organized the event in collaboration with the Forest Department Chitral. The Chief
Guest, ViceChancellor Prof. Dr. Zahir Shah, graced the occasion. Dr. Nadeem Hassan,
Administrative Officer at the University of Chitral, formally welcomed the guests, including
agriculturists and soil conservation experts. During the event, theGhaacellor emphazsed

that global warming has become a reality and planting more trees is the only solution to the
problem. Climate change is now the biggest threat to human survival. Mr. Ajaz Ahmed from
the Forest Department Chitral highlighted the role of the departmecbsystem restoration,
while Mr. Hafiz Ullah, a lecturer in the Department of Botany, said that the recent flood has
inundated the biodiversity of Chitral. Human intervention is required to bring back the lost
biodiversity. Dr. Ishfag Hameed, Head of ihepartment of Botany, expressed gratitude to the
guests for their valuable time and input. The Honorable Vice Chancellor planted Deodar
saplings to mark the start of the Green Day celebrations. Pomegranate saplings were also

distributed among the studertsd university employees.
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A Two-day writing workshop for the faculty members was concluded at University of

Chitral with the sponsorship of USPakistan University Partnership Grants Program
under t he theme of APromoting Edéwelopaént o n f o
through Curricul um enri chment andnDRDOP2O22i ty Buil di ngo
The Directorate of Research, Innovation & Commercialization at the University of Chitral, in
collaboration with the U®akistan University Partnership Grants Program, hosted-aawo
writing workshop forfaculty members of the University of Chitral and Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
University Sheringal, Dir Upper. The workshop, held at the Main Hall of the University of
Chitral, began with the recitation of a few verses from the Holy Quran, followed by a welcome
address from Dr. Muhammad Romman, Deputy Director of ORIC. The main objective of the
workshop was to enhance knowledge and understanding of mountain ecosystems and their
sociaecological significance, as well as to provide new knowledge and competemcies i
academic writing, outcoralbased education, and integration of emerging subjects in university
curricula. Prof. Dr. Zahir Shah, the Vice Chancellor of University of Chitral, emphasized the
importance of cooperation and integration between universitemgthat the international
community is leading towards integration and universities cannot work in isolation. Eng. Prof.
Attaullah Shah, the Vice Chancellor of Karakoram International University Gilgit, explained
the objectives of the workshop and stext the importance of collaboration between
universities in the region, particularly in terms of student and faculty member exchanges. Dr.
Syed Abdul Khaligq, the Pr¥ice Chancellor of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto University,
highlighted the shared challengesdd by universities in the mountain region and emphasized

that collaboration and integration are key to solving these problems.

The training session was organized by ORIC, University of Chitral. The project lead from
Karakoram International University w&¥. Muhammad Zafar Khan, and his team included
Prof. Dr. Tasawar, Associate Dean, and Dr. Sajjad, Director Academics, who acted as trainers.
Dr. Zul Kamal was the project lead from Shaheed Benazir Bhutto University Sheringal, Dir
Upper. The participants pressed their appreciation for the efforts of the organizers, which
included Dr. Muhammad Romman, Deputy Director ORIC, University of Chitral, Dr. Habib
Ullah Nawab, Manager Operations and Development, ORIC, University of Chitral, Ms. Nahida
Noor, ManagerUniversity Industrial Linkages and Technology Transfer, ORIC, University of
Chitral, Mr. Mir Tanzil ur Rahman, Manager Intellectual Property/Legal Services, ORIC,
University of Chitral, Dr. Syed Fahad Ali Shah, Publication Specialist, ORIC, University of
Chitral, and the GYM Club Team.
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GYM Club/ Directorate of Research, Innovation & Commercialization organizeda
seminar entitl ed nFor kenportantceynpliads Kushmthinragleaneand 0 a
at the University of Chitral

On Septembed5th, 2022, the Directorate of Research, Innovation & Commercialization
organized a seminar titled "Forest Types, Management, and Importance in Hindu Kush
Himalayas." Dr. Muhammad Romman, Deputy Director ORIC/Focal Person GYM Club,
University of Chitral, baired the seminar. The resource person for the seminar was Dr. Adnan
Ahmad, Assistant Professor, Department of Forestry, Shaheed Benazir Bhutto University
Sheringal, Dir Upper. The event was attended by Dr. Habib Ullah Nawab (Convener Oversight
Committee(OC), Green Youth Movement (GYM) Club, University of Chitral), Ms. Nahida
Noor (Member Oversight Committee (OC), Green Youth Movement (GYM) Club, University

of Chitral), Dr. Ishfag Hameed (HOD, Department of Botany, University of Chitral), and Mr.
Fathul Bari (Lecturer, Department of Zoology, University of Chitral). Members of the GYM
Club were also present at the seminar. The seminar concluded with a Question, Answer session,
where students and faculty members from the Department of Botany and Department o
Zoology participated. Dr. Adnan Ahmad distributed certificates to the students who
participated in the seminar. The resource person was presented with a Chitrali Cap and Shield

as a token of appreciation.
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